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Music Notes
The Chancel Choir is taking their summer break.  If you are interested in presenting Special Music during morning worship, please let me know.
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Thanks for your continuing prayers and support during my illness.  I will have my last chemo treatment on Monday, June 1st.  I am looking forward to having a “normal” life again!

I hope you all will enjoy your summer.

In Christ,

Mirta
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Prepare to believe.
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          Prayer Request Options
· Drop them in the foyer Prayer Box

· Call Rick Buckels (618)483-6700

· Click our website Prayer Request link:



   altamontfirstbaptist.org

Email Rick Buckels at:  rlbasa9@yahoo.com 

Member of the Month
When I asked Kim Hite to be my “Member of the Month”, she was rather hesitant and said that telling the story of her life was a rather scary thing to do.  So Ron encouraged Kim to write “a few things” down before I interviewed her.  When she showed me what she’d written down, I was so interested in the way she was telling her story that I asked her to please continue with her story herself!  So instead of an interview, you really have Kim’s story as told by Kim – (and I’ll have to watch out or she’ll have my job!!)  So here is Kimberly A. Hite’s story:

I was born February 21st 1966 in Roanoke, VA to Mary Ellen (Brogan) and Perry Delmar Whitis. I have one brother, Jim Edward Whitis, who is a year and eight months older than I am. My earliest childhood memory is of living in Danville, KY. My father had a business in the basement of our house selling tools, knick-knacks and pretty much anything you could find at a flea market. I remember my brother and I would take turns spending weekends at the flea market with my father- selling merchandise and talking to lots of people I didn’t know. I was about four years old then. At that time my mother was a “stay at home” mom. Then came a Saturday morning in 1971.  My brother was supposed to be going to the flea market with my father, but I got to go instead. That was the last time I saw my mother for many, many years. My father had decided to leave my mother for another woman. This woman’s name was June and she had a daughter named Helen, who was 5 years older than I was. This became - what I grew up with - my family. 
My mother, her parents and private investigators as well as local law enforcement searched for me for a very long time. My father had taken me to Canada and started a new life with our new “family.” My father was a very strict man and I was soon made to realize “you don’t ask questions” when dad spoke. You just did what he said and everyone got along fine. I grew up living in different provinces in Canada as Dad would get the information that my mother was close to finding me and we would pack up and move somewhere else, sometimes even in the middle of the night. The place we lived the longest was Port Hardy, British Columbia, Canada. I started in the 2nd grade there and we lived there up until the end of my 9th grade. I had actually lived somewhere long enough to establish friendships. My dad got a job as a service manager at a local gas station, working on cars with 6 mechanics under him.

He still ruled with a stern hand and I wasn’t allowed to socialize outside of school much, but in the 5th grade I had a teacher, Mr. Amenta, who was a Christian man and really liked spending time with “his kids.” His wife was also a teacher who taught French at the high school. They were the type of teachers that would take up for their students. They would have pizza parties at their house and host dance parties in their basement for the kids. At first I wasn’t allowed to go and Mr. Amenta wanted to know why. I just told him that my parents didn’t allow such things. Mr. Amenta was the kind of guy who included everyone. He asked me if I thought that Dad would consider saying yes if he went and talked to him. I begged him not to do that, but he told me he was going to. I was so afraid that I would get into trouble if he asked - that Dad would think I put him up to it. The day he went to ask, I came home from school and went straight to my room and cried. My “sister” Helen came in and asked, “What is the matter?”  When I told her, she said, “Uh oh, yer gonna get it!”  This didn’t help the tears to stop. When dad came home, he came in and sat in his chair, not saying a word. Supper was put on the table and we sat down to eat. I could feel my heart in my throat. I kept my eyes down. Then he spoke. I swallowed hard knowing what was going to happen. “I was gonna get it!” He announced that my teacher had come by his work and talked to him about me. I was fighting the tears and felt the urge to spew my heart from my throat. He asked me if I had anything to say to him. I kept my head down and said, “No, sir”. He asked, “What is the purpose of these “parties” at the teacher’s house?”  I told him I didn’t know because I had never gone to one. He asked if I wanted to go to one. I couldn’t hold it in any more. I started to cry. It took all the courage I had to look my dad in the eye and choke out the words, “Yes sir”. 
Then he smiled and said, “OK - then you can go.”  I couldn’t believe what I had just heard! I got to be included as one of the “cool kids” who got to go to the teacher’s house for a party! The following weekend I attended a dance party. The basement was equipped with a disco ball and strobe lights and the whole bit. I had never seen anything like it before. I didn’t get to go to a lot of the parties, but every once in a while, if my chores were done and my grades were all A’s and B’s, I got to go.

I wouldn’t consider myself being raised in a Christian household. We prayed before supper and went to church at Christmas but that was the extent of it. My dad’s mother was the biggest influence in my life as a child. She always had her Bible and would read me stories out of it whenever she would come to visit. I never really understood the stories she read, but I loved to hear her thick southern accent explain the stories to me in terms that I did understand. My grandmother was a very strong woman. She was about 5’ 6” tall and had an opinion about everything.  I am not sure if part of my fascination was the fact that she was such a strong personality or the fact that my dad would never talk back to her. Whatever Grandma said, Dad would do. That is why I took a lot of pride in being “Grandma’s favorite”. I remember one summer she came to Port Hardy for a visit. We lived about five miles from town. My grandmother announced that she and I wanted to go to town. My grandmother didn’t drive and she asked my stepmother to take us.  My stepmother and my grandmother never got along very well. My stepmother told her she had too much stuff to do and she couldn’t take us. My grandmother said, “Suit yerself. Sis, get yer walkin’ shoes on.”  And out the door we went!!  We walked the five miles to town. We spent the whole day in town and hitched a ride back home with my dad when he got off work. Grandma was the coolest!

In 1980 my parents received a call saying that my stepmother’s brother had to have open- heart surgery and her mother was in really poor health. That is when the decision was made to move back to the United States. We moved back and lived in our camper in my “uncle’s” yard in Dieterich for a few months until we found a place to live in Hord. We moved to Hord and I started the 10th grade at North Clay in Louisville. My dad built the gas station in Hord and ran his business - selling tools, selling a few groceries and pumping gas.  It was really hard being the new kid from a different country. A lot of the kids had a hard time adjusting to my thick Canadian accent. But after awhile I adjusted to the way everyone spoke around here. I had a difficult time “fitting in” with any crowd because it seemed to me that if you didn’t farm or participate in sports you just didn’t fit anywhere. That is when I started hanging out with what was considered “the wrong crowd”. They were the ones that accepted me and didn’t criticize or judge me. Cutting class, doing all sorts of things I wasn’t suppose to do. I even did the unthinkable and got a boyfriend. That was one of those things that Dad was absolutely against.
Long story a little shorter, I ended up a single teenage mother. It was a really hard time for me living in the household that I did. My parents made me break up with my boyfriend and then I really wasn’t allowed to go anywhere or do anything.  In 1983, when I was four months along, my birth mother finally found me! It was exciting, but yet totally frightening! I wasn’t sure what was going to happen the day this man came up to me at my dad’s gas station and showed me a picture of myself when I was three years old! The man showing me the picture was my brother, Jim Edward. The police were with him. It was an ordeal I remember like it was only yesterday. Reuniting with my mother was very awkward. She was so happy to have finally found me. She couldn’t stop hugging and kissing me. My grandfather and grandmother were there with her when we met for the first time in so many years. My grandfather was very happy to see me, but on the other hand my grandmother had her doubts for whatever reason. Perhaps it was a deep resentment that my mother loved me so much that she would search for so long. Not to mention the fact that she hated my father so badly. I guess that is something I will never know. 

On January 3rd 1984, my first child was born. I now felt like I had someone to care for that no one but God could take away from me. Dustin was my quiet “thinking” child. He was open enough to say what was on his mind, but only if you asked him. When Dustin was fifteen months old I married Ronnie Frazier. He was a redneck farm boy from the word go. He treated Dustin as his own and we soon decided to expand our family. On September 27, 1987, Christopher was born. Christopher was a bundle of joy and a total handful - different from what I was use to with Dustin. Christopher was one of those children who could never find the time to be still or quiet. From the time he got up until the time he went to bed his button was always set on go. We had planned to stop having children after Christopher because we just wanted two. However, I really wanted a baby girl. On March 16th, 1990, Casey was born. My baby girl! With two older brothers to watch over her, she never had a chance to have any freedom. However, being the only girl, she was very spoiled (still is). My children grew up fussing and fighting like most children do. Some days you would think they were going to kill each other before the sun went down. That was between the three of them. If anyone outside their “private little circle” tried to intrude they would go nose to nose with anyone who dared mess with the other one. That still holds true today. As the kids started growing up and getting their own hobbies and interests, I needed to find something that I was interested in, so I took up refinishing old furniture. I would search yard sales, antique stores and flea markets to find the perfect “throw away” furniture that no one else would want and strip it down and sand it and nurture it back to life. That is one thing that I can totally lose myself in.  Even though the pieces may not look professionally done, or beautiful to anyone else, I love to take something totally ugly and make it as beautiful as I can. Over the years I have acquired a small coin collection but I have no idea if it is worth anything to anyone but me. 

I became a Christian when I was pregnant with Christopher. Ronnie’s uncle was a Southern Baptist minister and we found our way into the church. Although I accepted Christ into my life I still felt that something was missing. I thought when I accepted Him that I would have this great feeling of calmness in my life. But I didn’t. In 1989 my life was in total turmoil. In my search for something better for my children and myself, Ronnie and I ended up in divorce. But still there was something missing. Being a single mom was tough at times but we had each other and that is all that seemed to matter at the time. 

Then I met Ron Hite. He was a strong man who I felt could take on the world and make life a better place for everyone. He was a great listener and helped me to see that the world was not all bad. He was a great friend and had so much to offer a relationship. My children and I lived with Ron and his boys for a while. Ron went to church every Sunday and every Sunday invited me to go. He never pushed me. It’s like he knew that I wanted to go but I would never take that step. Then, finally, I started to go. I was totally frightened by the experience. People were so nice, shaking my hand, inviting me back, asking questions about me. Pastor Steve was preaching there at the time and I found his boisterous voice more intriguing than anything. There was no napping when he spoke. I liked that. Then came the day that Pastor Steve paid me a visit. When I opened the door and saw him standing there, I let him know that Ron wasn’t home. He said, “That’s ok. I came to talk to you.”  Uh Oh! I just knew that I was going to be in trouble and asked not to come back to church. Every bad thing I had ever done in my life came screaming through my mind. Pastor Steve sat down at my dining room table and started to explain the reason for his visit. He asked about my faith and my commitment to Christ and explained very delicately how a Christian is supposed to live. I cried. We prayed. I asked if he was asking me not to come back to church. He laughed that famous Pastor Steve laugh and said, “Heavens, no.”  He said that if sinners didn’t come to church, the pews would be pretty empty on Sunday morning. After he left I went to my room, dropped to my knees and talked to God for a while, then I talked to Grandma. I truly think that was the honest moment I actually accepted Christ in my life. I started going to church more and more, feeling more welcome each time I went. The more I went, the more the emptiness went away.  Finally, the inevitable happened, and in 2003 Ron and I were married - combining our two families completely. It was a struggle and continues to be today, but the more focused we stay, the better off we are. 

My proudest accomplishment is seeing each one of my children achieve things that they set out to do:  Dustin graduating from BCT (Basic Combat Training); Christopher graduating from high school; and most recently Casey graduating from high school.  My most cherished memories are the days my grandchildren were born. Scotty was born January 31st, 2003. What a day - blizzard and all! Morgan was born October 27th 2006 in HI. It was so hard waiting the 3 ½ months to get to go see her!

During my life I have had several jobs.  My first job was as a CNA at Flora Care Center in 1984.  I worked there until April 9th of 1985.  One morning I was headed to work and had an auto accident that put me in the hospital for about a week and then two months of rehabilitation.  Which left my job wide open and to be filled.  After my recovery I got a job at Cahill Enterprises (otherwise known as the “the nursing home in Hord.”)  While there, I wore many hats.  I worked as a CNA and Food Sanitation Supervisor as well as Assistant Activities Director.  This nursing home was a small fifteen bed facility where the staff and residents were all like one big family.  This nursing home was for the developmentally disabled and it was like having fifteen kids to get up and get ready every morning.  It contained more love than you could shake a stick at.   In 1988 I went to work at Petty’s in Effingham.  I started out in the bindery at the main plant then later transferred to the Niccum Facility where I worked a total of thirteen years.  While I was working at Petty’s, they offered a program that would allow me to become an EMT.  Part of my job at Petty’s was being an “on-site EMT” – taking care of injuries in the plant until advanced medical care could arrive.  I loved this part of my job.  I figured this would be where I would retire from, but in the mid 90’s the company went through a lot of changes and I was let go.

I took a total leap of faith and applied at Effingham City-County Ambulance Service where I started out driving the Med Coach.  This involved driving the van, picking up people, taking them to doctor appointments and such.  Then I got the opportunity to transfer to the Ambulance Service.  I was finally doing a job that I truly loved!  Helping people, saving lives - and the major bonus of driving fast with lights and sirens!!  During my time at the ambulance service I also worked part time at Lakeland Health Care as a CNA.  Then I was offered a job working at Dr. Hartmann’s office as an office assistant, so I took that opportunity and enjoyed it.  Then the Ambulance Service became a full time job.  I worked there until 2006.  Being unemployed was tough, but it gave me the opportunity to help take care of Ron while he was recovering from his valve replacement surgery.  Shortly after that I worked at Joint Active Systems in Effingham.   I also worked part time at The Rosebud.  Evidently I wasn’t really cut out for Joint Active Systems because after six months I was let go.  The Rosebud job wasn’t a steady part time job.  It was more of a temp job and they had so many employees starting out that there was no room for me there.  Then in October of 2007, I heard about a job at McKellar, Robertson, McCarty and Click Insurance in Vandalia from a friend who worked there.  I applied and got the job.  I have been there ever since.  I also work part time at McDonald’s in Altamont on the weekends.

Now, finally, the thing I would like people to remember about me? Well, I guess the best answer to that would be nothing. My wish would be that when someone is flipping through a photo album and sees my picture, they would mention my name and smile. Honest smiles are God’s invitation into a person’s heart. Share them often. 

Evea’s note:  Kim now also serves as one of the deacon’s wives taking turns providing flowers and visits for people in the hospital and to families who are grieving after a death in the family.  She also did a wonderful job last year of getting the kids “pumped-up” and excited for VBS.  So much so that she lost her voice!!  Kim also willingly steps in to help out where ever she might be needed in the church family’s activities.

“The First Baptist Church of Altamont


seeks to glorify God by


worshiping together,


enjoying the fellowship of one another,


providing opportunities for people to grow in Christ,


 ministering to the needs of all,


and reaching people for Christ.”








Sunday Morning Sermons





June 7th- Aug 2nd 	Good News about God’s Grace (In this series Pastor Lowell will teach on grace, the 


	heart of our faith and our relationship with God. He will begin by defining it, and in the


	next nine weeks, look into the many facets of God’s grace.)





Aug 9th – Aug 30th	Love Matters: Developing a Heart Like Jesus (In this series, we will consider 	how we can communicate more like Jesus and how we can better love our Creator,


	our neighbors, and ourselves.)		 


	


	


			


	


		











Pastor’s Paragraphs





Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ; certain that God is appealing through us, we plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.” 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (HCSB)





In a recent article, Philip Nation writes about having “A Summer that Counts.”  He challenges our thinking about summer plans and asks us to consider having a “missional” summer.





He lists 8 tips for making a summer count:


(1) Look at people with eternity in mind. Everyone has an eternity in front of them. We need to see them as God does and care for them like it counts.


(2) Show some hospitality. Believers should be the people that everyone else wants to be around. So be the person who invites everyone over for a cookout or a game night. Remember, you’re the ambassador for Christ so get into the lives of people living outside the kingdom.


(3) Watch for a chance to serve. People give away all of their energy on family, work, and menial chores. Look for ways that you can care for your neighbors—even if it is just cooking a simple dinner for them.


(4) Visit someone new. Look around your community and find someone who needs a friend. Maybe it is visiting in a nursing home or rocking babies in the NICU. Make your days count with people who feel they don’t.


(5) Go somewhere unexpected. Leave your inhibitions behind and get going to a place that needs to hear about Jesus whether it’s downtown or to the other side of the globe.


(6) Take somebody with you. Whatever you do, don’t do it alone! Take your family, get your Sunday school class involved, or invite the whole church to go out on mission. And make sure to take the kids. They’re ready to change the world, so let them.


(7) Be truthful. Missional believers contend for the faith while speaking in a way understandable to the hearer. No matter what—be ready to tell the story of Jesus.


(8) Love like Jesus. He lived a robust life of caring for the lost. He did it by meeting their needs and telling them the truth. And I can think of no better way to make your summer count than doing both of those.





Pastor Lowell 








Sunday Evening Activities





                   June 7th	Developing a Steadfast Spirit (Acts 28:1-30) Concludes the Acts study





                 June 14th	Vacation Bible School  <Boomerang Express>





                 June 21st	South Africa Presentation


		Randy McElroy will share his experiences on a recent trip to S.A.





June 28th – Aug 2nd	Creation vs. Evolution Seminar


		Dr. Robb Frost will address the controversy concerning Creation vs. Evolution 			and present compelling evidence in support of 	the Creationist view.





                August 9th	We will begin Deepening Life Together, a six-week small group Bible Study that 			will help participants understand the Bible better and grow closer together at the 			same time.


	














SINGSPIRATION & YOUTH SPONSORED MEAL


Please plan now to set aside Sunday Evening, August 30 for our next Singspiration.  We have a wonderful time sharing songs (solos, duets and/or groups) music, poems, readings and favorite scripture with our church family.  This will be followed by a meal sponsored by the Youth of our church.  Donations will be accepted to help the Youth take part in Youth Encounter in December, to assist the needy thru our Church Benevolence Fund and to build the Altamont Ministerial Alliance Community Assistance Fund.  Every additional participant brings additional enjoyment, so be sure to come!








Sunday School





We invite you to attend Bible study each Sunday from 9:00 to 10:00 am.


It’s a great place to learn, share, and strengthen your commitment to Christ.


Classes are available for all ages!








Coming Soon: Christian Life and Service Seminars





God wants you to take your next step spiritually. That could mean getting baptized, committing to digging into the Bible each day, discovering how God wants to use you to help others, or just learning more about God’s plan for your life. The new Altamont First Baptist classes are all about those next steps. Each seminar is approximately two hours in length and will be conducted on Saturday mornings.  


CLASS 101


This basic introduction to our church family is designed to clearly explain who and what our church is. You’ll learn about our beliefs on salvation, our statements of purpose, and our church’s strategy and structure. You’ll also hear about the history of our church, how the five biblical purposes are necessary to fulfilling God’s calling for your life, and the plans for the future of Altamont First Baptist Church. At the end of class, you’ll be given the opportunity to decide whether to complete the membership process by filling out and signing the membership covenant.


CLASS 201


Class 201 will help you to become more like Jesus.  This class will help you develop the habits you need to jump-start your spiritual growth. It will give you an overview of the three basic spiritual habits every Christian needs in order to grow: daily time with God (prayer and Bible study), giving, and fellowship.





CLASS 301


God created you with special gifts intended for His purposes. He didn’t design ministry for just a few – He made each one of us a minister. At Class 301, you’ll learn how God can use your Spiritual Gifts, your Heart, your Abilities, your Personality, and your Experiences (S.H.A.P.E.) to minister to the needs of others.


CLASS 401


In Class 401 you’ll discover your life mission and how you can be a part of God’s plan to reach out to the world. This class will help you:  Develop a personal perspective of the Gospel message; develop your personal story of how God has worked in your life; build confidence in sharing your story.














         	





Vacation Bible School


VBS is in desperate need of your help!  If you can help out, even just one


evening, please sign up on the bulletin board outside the sanctuary.


The kids will be blessed through the priceless gift of your time!





		Kick Off Day = June 6th		VBS = June 14-18th, 5:45 – 9:00 pm








Explore the Bible with Pastor Lowell





Pastor Lowell will begin a new series at 9:00 am on Sunday, June 7th.  This co-ed class is for adults of all ages. The challenge of studying the entire Bible seems much more manageable when viewed through a clearly organized timeline or cycle. Explore the Bible offers a systematic and comprehensive study of Scripture, moving through all 66 Bible books in a sequential fashion, alternating quarter-by-quarter between Old and New Testament studies. Each student book contains clearly written, thorough expositions of Bible passages, guiding adults verse-by-verse through selected Scriptures.  If you are not already involved in another class, you are invited to Explore the Bible with Pastor Lowell.











< Youth Events for Summer 2009 >








			June			            July			August


		Swimming & Boating	     Holiday World	Knights Action Park


		Trek to the Creation Museum			Singspiration/Youth-Sponsored Meal





Stay tuned to The Messenger and the bulletin for more details!














         	








SHUT-IN MINISTRY











Our Shut In Ministry team is faithful in contacting those folks who, for one reason or another, are unable to worship and fellowship with us.  If you have an interest to serve in this ministry or if you know someone in our body in need of encouragement, please contact Alice Potts (618.483.3126) or Nancy Byars (618.483.9826).




















Men’s Fraternity


The Men’s Fraternity meets here at the church on the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month, starting at 9am and lasting about an hour.  This is a cleansing combination of self-examination and personal/spiritual growth.  Bring your Bible and bring your thirst for learning about “The Quest for Authentic Manhood.”  We’ll supply the coffee and perhaps even a snack!








Women’s Bible Study





Please join the group that meets at 2 pm every Tuesday at the Nancy Powell residence.


You are more than welcome to join them!











Meals on Wheels


Plan to sign up NOW!  Our church’s next dates to deliver Meals on Wheels are June 22 thru June 26.  There will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board (or call Karen – 483-6700).  We need two cars for delivery each day.  When you see how enjoyable this valuable ministry is – you’ll want to sign up again for our later deliveries on August 10 thru August 14.  These people appreciate our visits so much.


Also Karen is looking for someone from our church who will take over the coordination of drivers from our church. 


Please pray about this and give Karen a call.











A W A N A


AWANA helps churches and parents raise children and youth to know, love and serve Christ!





Grow your church as you reach kids and families with the gospel….�Disciple youth to follow Christ….�Equip parents to train children….�Train volunteers for ministry….





We’ll be starting this program here at our church in the Fall.


Watch the bulletin for details.





See our Ministry Team Leaders to find out how you can help!








Monday--June 22nd


Registration 9-11am


Friday—June 26th


9 am Dismissal





Baptist Children’s Home


& The Maternity Center





Who:	Missions Team & any helping hands


What:	Deliver donated items to the above facilities


When:	Thursday, June 11th (leaving at 8 am sharp)


Where:	Baptist Children’s Home / The Maternity Center


Why:	To share God’s love with those in need through


	our many tangible blessings!





Please put your donations in or near the foyer baby bed.








Louisville Baptist Associational


Children’s Camp


Camp Rehoboth -- N. Rt 51 -- Vandalia, IL.  


Phone # 618-423-9372


Camp Director:  Rev. Kevin Knierim       


Jackson Township Baptist Church, Pastor       


217-536-9999 (home)   217-690-2900 (cell)


              


Application and medical information forms are now available in the foyer.  Interested campers and C.I.T’s must send completed forms and the $50.00 registration fee to Tanya Knierim (address on forms) by June 10th.





Limited space is available!











Background Checks


All church staff and volunteers who work with children and/or youth IN ANY CAPACITY (nursery, Sunday School, VBS, bus drivers, youth leaders, chaperones, etc.) are required to have a background check according to church policy.  Yellow authorization forms are on the greeter table in the foyer.  All background checks will be processed prior to VBS.


June 5th is your deadline to turn in completed forms to the office.








“When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around.  But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much he had learned in seven years.”


~Mark Twain, "Old Times on the Mississippi" Atlantic Monthly, 1874





OFF TO KINDERGARTEN


(Sung to: "Oscar Mayer Wiener Song")��Oh, I'm ready to go off to kindergarten�That is where I really want to be�Cause when I get to go to kindergarten�Everyone will be so proud of me!





FATHER’S DAY


Get Dad iced, cold lemonade on Father’s Day and tell him you love him. Sit with him and share some of the many ways he is special to you. 


Dads love hugs too!  Make him something that will remind him of you so each time he sees it, he smiles!





Hospital/Remembrance Flowers





June


Evea Davidson (618)483-6577


Linda Riley (217)868-5751





July


Vicki Milam (618)483-6374


Angie McElroy (618)245-9155





August


Marsha Pritchard (618)483-6810 or


(217)536-5727 cell


Marcia Guffey (217)536-5727 or


(217)342-3777 store





If there are hospitalizations or


family passings, please contact a


deacon wife serving our church family


in the designated month.








Church Ministry Leadership Team (CMLT)


Church leaders are invited and encouraged to attend our summer CMLT meetings, scheduled as follows:





June 2nd		6:00 pm


July 7th		6:00 pm


August 4th		6:00 pm








Church Teams





Our teams are lead by the following dedicated individuals:





Fellowship   –   Ministry    –    Prayer      –      Missions & Evangelism      –     Worship & Music      –     Discipleship 


      Karen Buckels      Belinda Bowman     Rick Buckels              Dennis Whitten & Linda Riley                      Dr. Mirta Donnelley                  Dr.  Lowell Donnelley


                                     & Robin Heltsley									                    & Paula Putnam                        











Please call….


If you or someone you know is ill, injured, admitted to the hospital, and/or needs pastoral ministry, please call the Pastor or your deacon. 


Pastor Lowell


  483-3250       church


483-5264       home


618/553-5560       cell phone


Kieffer Milam	618/483-6374


Larry Riley   	217/868-5751


Art Davidson	618/483-6577


Jim Pritchard	618/483-6810


Rick Buckels	618/483-6700


Ron Hite		618/483-5058


Randy McElroy	618/245-9155


Duane Guffey	217/536-5727








Adult Midweek Programs





We invite you to attend Midweek Programs each Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  The first week of each month we have a Missions Night program, and the second or third week we have our monthly Business Meeting.  The remaining weeks we have Prayer & Discipleship Training, so please join us on Wednesday nights!





   B I R T H D A Y S





	JUNE





  5 – Lowell Donnelley


  6 – Larry Molt


  7 – Deb Webster


  9 – Bud Himes


25 – Letty Cameron


        John Bowman





	JULY 





  3 – Paulean Ramsey      


  5 – Teresa Cannon


        Bianca Followell


13 – Kalene Reed


14 – Doc Tish 


16 – Robb Frost


17 – Richard Cannon


19 – Zoey Slingerland


21 – Ron Hite


22 – Gene Robertson


23 – Roger Bowman


        Ray Casselman


24 – Kristyn Bowman


25 – Michael Heltsley


27 – Nancy Byars





	AUGUST





  5 – Bob Atchison 


  8 – Adam Mathis


13 – Erica Bowman


14 – Bruce Tucker


15 – Angie McElroy


19 – Vickie Whitten


        David Heltsley


22 – Vivian Prater


23 – Breanna Junior


25 – Rose Williams


26 – Ethelyn Williams


27 – Marsha Pritchard





A N N I V E R S A R I E S





JUNE





2 – Ray & Sharon Casselman





JULY





5 – Ron & Kim Hite


14 – Robert & Danielle Hite


23 – Larry & Pam Molt


31 – Stan & Patricia Childress





AUGUST





1 – Lowell & Janet Hunsaker


6 – Charlie & LouElla Goldsborough


20 – Kieffer & Vicki Milam


21 – Jim & Marsha Pritchard











First Baptist Church expresses our Christian sympathy to:


Art & Evea Davidson


at the loss of his aunt ~ Edna Scott








Joining the Church





       


You may become a member of our church by:








Profession of Faith & Baptism—If you receive Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior and follow Him in baptism by immersion.


Promise of Church Letter—You can transfer your membership from another Southern Baptist Church or a church of like faith and order.


Statement of Faith—If you have already accepted Jesus Christ as personal Lord and Savior and have been baptized by immersion as a believer in a church of like faith and order. 


Baptism—If you are a Christian but have never been baptized by immersion.








From the Kitchen ~





Our Fellowship Team put in a couple of hours of brainstorming to bring to you some great opportunities to get yourself involved in the fellowship aspect of our church.  A special thanks to our great team and the love and compassion that they have for this church.  Here are some of the items that were planned and discussed.





On June 7th please plan on attending a church-wide “Potluck” dinner directly following Sunday morning worship.  This meal will be to honor our graduates at various stages in their educational life.  This is from our “little ones” on up to former graduates returning to school.


VBS Snack Plans. . . . . . .We will be known as the “G’DAY CAFÉ”.  If you have never jumped in to help with the snacks for the children you are missing out, believe me.  We have discussed the decorations and also agreed that we will “tone down” the sweet intake and provide some great alternatives that are still fun.


Church camp comes next and our church has volunteered to serve the noon and evening meal on Monday, June 22.  We need to know who wants to go and help.  You can help for one meal or both meals whatever fits your schedule.  I can almost guarantee that if you come with us you will be glad that you did and be blessed beyond belief.


July is set up for the kitchen cleaning times and also watch the bulletin for our Please Share With Us list to help with the needed supplies for our Kitchen Area.  The need is always great and it is so appreciated by your church family!


Saturday evening, August 12, Adam Mathis (a real kitchen whiz and new member of our team) will head up the first Back to School Mystery Dinner for our youth.  This will really be a crazy-fun evening.  There will be no charge for this event but each person attending must reserve their seat at the table and bring one guest for the evening.  Watch for the insert in the bulletin beginning in July with more information on this fun evening.


Our much-requested church cookbook, KITCHEN HEIRLOOMS, will be compiled during the summer months and will be ready to hand out at our 70th Anniversary Celebration scheduled for the weekend of September 12th.  Heading this project will be Karen and Noel Hyde.  They ask that your favorite recipes be in their hands no later than August 1st.  Late entries will not be published.  Remember to have your name on the recipes along with whose recipe it is and why that recipe held a special place in your family when you were growing up, as well as now (thus the reason for the name KITCHEN HEIRLOOMS).  Our annual church picnic will start things off on Saturday evening at 4:00 with a hog roast and special music.





Watch upcoming issues of The Messenger for things like…..


PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 


“PORT-A-PARTY”


NATIVI-TEA 





If you have an interest in a small group gathering, or seminars on scrapbooking and the like, we want to do these sorts of things.  Please let me know some ideas you might have and we will make sure that it is looked into with hopes of setting a date for just such a gathering.





God Bless ~ Karen

















MASH 62411








To begin with we are focusing on providing support and prayer to people in the 62411 zip code.





As prayer-a-troopers, you would pray over sites with insight – accomplishing this by walking, driving, bicycling, or having a list of addresses to pray over from home.  Our Missions/Evangelist Team will then follow up by visiting these sites later on.





As prayer-a-medics, you would give support and prayer to others as one who has walked down the path someone is currently walking.





2 Corinthians 10:4-6:  The weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but are powerful through God for the demolition of strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every high-minded thing that is raised up against the knowledge of God, taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.  And we are ready to punish any disobedience, once your obedience is complete.





























Remember:  To be an effective witness for Christ to others, we first need to be a strong witness in


our own homes!


                 














Prayer Box





Prayer request and update forms are located at the Prayer Box outside the church office.  Requests will be picked up several


times weekly.





Please note Friday afternoon will be the last pickup for Sunday’s Prayer List. 


  











MASH 62411 is here.


You have been equipped through life experience.


Your special abilities are needed to help others.








Prayer Chain Process





Our Prayer Chain has taken on a new process with the Deacon Family Ministry Plan.








If you would like the prayer chain to be started, simply begin by calling your family deacon (or any other deacon).


The notified deacon will then notify the other seven deacons.


Each deacon will then notify his group of families.











